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TO PROMOTE ENGLISH FOR
YOUNG LEARNERS

Bambang Harmanto'

Abstract: The teaching English to young children has become
jmportant in Indonesia in recent years. It means %&, the role
gnd importance of English has got serious a&a:no:.. Parents
gnd educational leaders see early English education as a
pecessary prerequisite for children's later success. The
underlying assumption is that learners will be more successful
if they begin studying English at early age. As a x&.&m now
Jays there are many teachers find &ai.qw?.&. teaching in

rimary school even though they have no m:.w.b&_ background
W:. been trained for this level. Most of the m=m~.~.$ an&aﬁma are
only well equipped to teach junior or senior high .nn.\ne&u.
Therefore, when they have to teach them, Qﬁ challenge is how
1o create the quality of teaching and learning programs that
match to the needs for young learners. One of the hardest
(hings about working with young learners is that often Sw& are
reliterate. When you are working with them, you can't just
W\:.Nm letters and words on the board and expect them to able to
read what you have written. However, they can orally Nmai.n a
Jarge amount of language before they learn to read and write.

P
i)
4

m_%a:g Schools of Ponorogo (SDMT) (2003 —now).

SHING “GOOD MORNING PROGRAM”

pbang Harmanto, S.pd., M.Pd Agagnm.m.:bE:ﬂco@man.ooBv
1527119437 was an ESP Lecturer at Muhammadiyah University of Malang
6~ 2001). Eversince 2001 (till now) he co.ooEom a Lecturer at
%%Bm&%mw University of Ponorogo for Teaching English to Su.:bm
i ers and also a teacher of the English Integrated Muhammadiyah
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Abstract: The teaching English to young children has become
important in Indonesia in recent years. It means that the role
and importance of English has got serious attention. Parents
and educational leaders see early English education as a
necessary prerequisite for children's later success. The
underlying assumption is that learners will be more successful
if they begin studying English at early age. As a result, now
days there are many teachers find themselves teaching in
primary school even though they have no English background
or been trained for this level. Most of the English graduates are
only well equipped to teach junior or senior high schools.
Therefore, when they have to teach them, the challenge is how
lo create the quality of teaching and learning programs that
match to the needs for young learners. One of the hardest
things about working with young learners is that often they are
preliterate. When you are working with them, you can't just
write letters and words on the board and expect them to able to
read what you have written. However, they can orally learn a
large amount of language before they learn to read and write.
This is the order in which we learn our first language.
(Krashen, 1981). In addition, for children the 'here and now' is

INTRODUCTION

The teaching English to young children has become important
in Indonesia in recent years. It is clearly reflected when the English
language curriculum was carried out in the primary grades as well. It
means that the role and importance of English has got serious
attention. Parents and educational leaders see early English education
as anecessary prerequisite for children's later success. The underlying
assumption is that learners will be more successful if they begin
studying English at early age. Even though, according to Nunan
(1999), there is no evidence supporting the idea that an early start in

English language learning in foreign language context produces
better English.

Consequently, nowadays there are many teachers find
themselves teaching in primary school even though they have no
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English background or been trained for this _o<.o_. Most of Eo.m=m_._mc
e i tes are only well equipped to teach junior or senior high
mnmacw Therefore, when they have to teach them, they often find
3 mﬁ.maoc_aom either in the material development or the
e entation of effective way of teaching. They always meet .Eo
e ¢ on how to create the quality of teaching E.E _omBE.m
og:%mm that match to the needs for young learners. Finally, their
?.oma.sa technique is done as they ever got from the mcnbﬂ.nomocoa.
ﬁomogmm the teaching strategies done were exposed in words
S ation, grammar stressing, and writing assignments. Obo
w.,_oBo:Na vmmﬁ of language development is to make _wmﬂEm
_Bwo%oo through speaking practice or oral ooBEEomﬁoP
oxuoaona they seldom provide an opportunity to practice .n-o
moéaém,_omaom. Many teachers forget the importance of developing
_mnm%w. self — esteem and self confidence as a Hmnmgmo. learners and
”EMM“% users. Hence, the output of course will be unsatisfied.
an

As we know, one of the hardest ﬂEb.Mm about working with

learners is that often they are preliterate. When you are
'y with them, you can't just write letters and words on the board
ioa_%mma them to able to read what you have written. However, they
g learn a large amount of language before they learn to read
i oﬁw This is the order in which we learn our first _mcmgmo
i .Ew_v. In addition, for children the 'here and now' is Ea
Qﬁw%n,onma language needs to be associated with the senses in
Po% B%g meaningful. Young learners function well <.SEE a
om“ﬂgw“a environment and enjoy repetition of certain routines and
struc

ctivifies. . ;

" Since the teachers usually have limited amount of aBo. _i_“wr
the sdents in the classroom situation, there should be avai at M
=i tfime that give them the maximum exposure to m.bm:m
speis outside the classroom. Therefore, the writer has an idea to
anﬂm”a new model called “Good morning program” for all

mp
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students of Integrated Muhammadiyah Elementary School at
Ponorogo. This gives them plenty of practice using the language
learned and helps them scaffold their learning of new language.

THE SCHOOL CONTEXT

Integrated Muhammadiyah Elementary School (SDMT) is an
interesting and strategic position in Ponorogo because it has a well-
established elementary school which ensures learners to have a
bilingual proficiency in Arabic and English. From the first years they
are introduced to the aural/oral Arabic language as well as English. It
was inspired from the successfulness of the language teaching model
applied in Modern Islamic Boarding School “Darussalam Gontor”
Ponorogo which set up an English atmosphere outside the classroom.
They put up English labels for rooms and objects throughout the
building. From this creation, students will be stimulated to learn
English and Arabic more often and natural. The principle is more
word they hear, the more words they learn because repetition is very
important for language learning.

There are many things can be adapted from the
implementation of English learning in Gontor Modern Islamic
Boarding School at Ponorogo either in the way to cultivate
vocabulary development or create English atmosphere. Here, SDMT
has also decided to create some breakthroughs. Some of them are 1)
English week (the first and third week) during one week students are
enforced to use their English for any activities; 2) Monday's flag
ceremony using English (once in a month). All agendas of ceremony
are delivered in English; 3) English labeling for class rooms and
offices; 4) schedule-shifting for any activities broadcasting; and 4)
Good morning program. Each student is greeted by all teachers in
English every morning. These activities are expected gradually to
help students develop their skills and proficiency required to emergea
successful English language for young learners.
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Further, school has designed the curriculum of English

T : N . i ersonal i :
education in own version which is possible for enriching the students' p al information and

Egg two &gm% tasks. m<OHv~OﬂO will 6 ceive

vocabulary. English is not viewed as merely a local content, but a H VO questions because of th

main subject. The English instruction is given to the students twice a EMMM M_M_hw “MEm. way is able to help student MaMHNWoMEMm i .MMM.
. i Y having them k €aking in lo

week for each grade. Various books are used to support the teaching By prepare a talk on their daily activities that they

process. However, the English teachers are required to make students'

worksheet.
THE GOAL OF THE PROGRAM

GOOD MORNING PROGRAM

English education in some parts of Indonesia is typically
passive, formal and teacher-centered. A teacher teaches and writes on
the blackboard, while the students simply copy information into their
notebooks and memorize. As a result, students feel reluctant, tired,
bored in accepting material. Even though many techniques have been
tried out, they always think that English is an uninteresting lesson 10
learn. This is reasonable because students seldom get a chance (¢
practice in real life. To handle this problem, therefore, the schoo
official felt that it is important to create a program that would
children motivated to learn. Finally, it has been decided to estab
English continue daily habits and routine in the forms of G«
morning Program. This might seem quite ordinary in some parts
the worlds, but it is rare to be found in some elementary school
Indonesia.

It is less formal than a regular course at the primary
level. The emphasis of good morning program is on exposure
English language rather than the development a strict set of Hi)
language skills. The type of activity found in Good m\
program is like a question and answer technique. It is don
morning when the students enter the schools. So, it is done oul
classroom. All teachers are standing in line welcoming
passing them with simple English questions. The questions
the students are limited on the most basic linguistic function

THE MATERIAL USED IN THE PROGRAM

S\TOHH OE_&QU start | L
earnin ; :
given language befor g English, they obviously need tc

(5 EO C :
il . .. v L0ey can produce it t g
Stage the activities will be under the control %M HM MTEM. £ E_mo_w
eacher. Once
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the teacher given the model by asking some question, the students can
provide all sort of answers.

Based on that idea, the English teachers in SDMT have 8
develop their own materials for question and answer that are in
keeping with the needs and the goal. As stated above that the scope of
questions in good morning program R_&&. to the co.amowm_
information and daily tasks. These questions are ideal for ,com:E.Em
English classes and learners because each question has an appropriate
answer or responses. (See appendix 1).

To construct the questions form, many resources and go_a
were collected. There are some considerations to develop nzomﬁ.obm
such as using simple language, easy to understand, and w@?o.vnwﬁm
for children's world. Afterward, those materials are cﬁ._:ob in the
form of handbook distributed to all teachers and trained to the
students in the classroom.

TRAINING NON-ENGLISH TEACHERS

The Good morning program has become the responsibility for
all teachers in SDMT. Even though they are not English teachers, they
have to welcome the students with English language. Of course, at
first they will feel difficult and sticky. ;ﬂomoa., school facilitates
non- English teachers to receive English language :E.BﬁEmB class
as well as training at using English outside the classroom in every
Saturday. They are encouraged to be active speakers and e.pmmnobonm.
Therefore, the methodology was set up by plenty of practice among
the teachers based on the guideline written in the handbook.

PROGRESS REPORT

To see the effectiveness of the program, all ﬁmorﬁ.m made a
note taking during its implementation. They have to sign and analyze
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the students who get difficulties in understanding the questions or
failing to answer the questions. The reports are given directly after the
program finished. The reports are important for the English teachers
torevise the question forms or recourse the students' problem.

CONCLUSION

The Good morning program for young learners has been
extremely success for several reasons. First of all, it was developed
based on local needs and condition. Second, realistic goals were
formulated that could be met with available resources. Based on the
conditions and resources in SDMT the goal of young learner is to
motivate to like English and to help children develop a positive
attitude towards the English language. The best way to achieve the
goal was by establishing Good morning program. Third, the program
was not developed and implemented under pressure.

Good morning program is an alternative to the traditional
classes that focus on the teacher-centre, There is obviously a lot more

learning to be done, students can feel confident that they have strong
base on which to build in the future
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APPENDIX:
BASIC QUESTIONS
Topics Questions Responses
Personal What's your name? Ahmad Zulfikar Umar
Eo—.%&ob Where are you from? / I'm from ...Ponorogo
Where do you come from? | I come from ...
Ponorogo
What's your surname / Umar
family name?

What's your first name? Ahmad

What's your address? J1. Raden Katong 21
Ponorogo

Where do you live? 1 live in Singosari.

What's your (tele)phone 0352-7119347

number?

Twelve. I'm Twelve
years old

How old are you?

Who is your father/mother? Yusuf / Zulaikah

Topics Questions Responses
H..o_‘mouﬁ. What's your name? Ahmad Zulfikar Umar
Information Where are you from? / I'm from ...Ponorogo

Where do you come from? | I come from ...
Ponorogo

What's your surname / Umar

family name?

What's your first name? Abmad

What's your address? J1. Raden Katong 21
Ponorogo

Where do you live? I live in Singosari.

What's your (telejphone 0352-7119347

number?

How old are you?

When / Where were you
born?

What's your h.ovﬁ.m

Where wiltyougo™ |
What will you do?
Where were you yesterday?

Have you got an English
lesson.?

Can you speak English /
Arabic.?

Who {5 your fathermother? | Yusuf 7 Zutaikatr—

What-do-youdo?+———I'mra-student——————

Twelve. I'm Twelve
years old

I was born in 1991 /
Babadan

will g €cC
I want to study
I was in Alon-aloon.

Yes, I've already got
one

Yes, I can speak
English.
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Topics

Questions

Responses

B. Harmanto, Establishing “Good Morning” Program

Can you play tennis /
volley ball / football / etc.?

Introducing
Yourself /
v Saying Hello

Prices

How do you do?

How are you?

How much does it cost? /
How much is it?

Yes, I can play volley
ball.

How do you do.
Pleased to meet you.
Fine, thanks. And you?

It's Rp. 45.000,-

Asking
Something
Specific

What's that?
What time is it?

Can / May I open the
window/door?

What is the nearest market
from here?

Who brings that bicycle?

Is there any homework

It's a cat

It's nine o'clock.

Certainly. It's hot here!

The nearest market is
Songgolangit market

Bagus

Yes, there's a lot of

Questions with
‘Like'

Is this your book / ball /
house / etc.?
Whose is this / that?

What do you like?

homework————

No, I think it's his

It's Eko's.

I like playing football,
and listening to music.

181
Topics Questions Responses
What are you going to do | I'm going to visit
tomorrow / this evening / | some friends next
next week / etc.? weekend.
Suggestions What shall we do this Let's go see a film.
evening?
Why monw we go out / Yes, that sounds
play tennis / visit friends / | like a good idea.

etc. this evening?
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